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This same letter sent to each individual on the attached list.

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

February 6, 2013

TO CANDIDATES IN UFCW LOCAL NO. 400'S OCTOBER 2012 ELECTION

The International Union, through International Vice President and
Region 2 Director Alvin Vincent Jr. and his designated representative, conducted an
investigation of the appeal of Ralph Ramirez (Ramirez) challenging the conduct of
UFCW Local No. 400’s (Local 400) recent election of officers. As explained below, as a
result of the investigation, | am setting aside the election results and ordering that a new
election be conducted for all offices,

Nominations for terms of office beginning January 1, 2013, were held by
petition for the offices of president, secretary-treasurer, recorder and 24 vice
presidents. Petitions were due on September 7, 2012. The election was held by mail
ballot during the months of September and October 2012, The election was completed
and the ballots were counted on October 26, 2012. The incumbent president,
Thomas P. McNutt (McNutt), ran on a slate titled the “Tom McNutt Slate” together with a
full slate of other incumbent officers. Ramirez ran as a candidate on a slate titled the
“Ralph Ramirez Slate” for the office of president together with nine other members
running for vice president positions. Another member of Local 400, W, Christian Sauter,
also ran as a candidate for the office of president. The incumbent candidates for
secretary-treasurer, recorder, and vice president nos. 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7 10, 11, 13, 14, 18,
19, 20, 22, and 24 all ran for office unopposed. The Incumbent slate won the election
for all the contested positions: president and vice presidents nos. 4, 8, 9, 12, 15, 186, 17,
21, and 23. The results for the office of president were as follows: Thomas McNutt,
1,616 votes; Chris Sauter, 1,088 votes; and Ralph Ramirez, 463 votes.

Following the election, Ramirez filed a timely objection with Local 400's
election committee alleging numerous election violations and requesting a new election.
The election committee issued its decision on November 20, 2012, upholding the results
of Local 400's election of officers and denying his challenge. Ramlrez filed a timely
appeal with the International Union on November 30, 2012, and the International Union
conducted an investigation of his allegations.
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The investigation revealed union resources were used to support the
candidacy of members on the incumbent slate in violation of Article 35(C)17 of the
UFCW International Constitution and Local 400's bylaws. Specifically, allegations
related to improper campaign literature sent by the local union to thousands of members
and on-the-clock campaigning by members and supporters of the Tom McNutt Slate
were found to have merit. Moreover, the investigation found the use of union resources
during the nominations and election period may have impacted the results of the
election. All other challenges alleged in Ramirez’s appeal were either without merit,
unsupported by sufficient evidence to find a violation, and/or, even if true, would not
have impacted the results of the election.

As a result of the investigation and pursuant to my authority under
Article 35(C)22 of the International Constitution, | am setting aside the resuits of the
election for all positions and directing that a new election be conducted. The new
election shall be conducted under the general supervision of International Vice
President and Region 2 Director Alvin Vincent Jr., who shall appoint an election general
chairperson and at least three election judges. The election shall be conducted
pursuant to Local 400’s bylaws and the International Constitution and completed no
later than April 30, 2013,

It is my understanding, that since the time of the election, Local 400's
executive board has elected new officers to serve in various positions, including
president, secretary-treasurer, and recorder. So as to preserve continuity in the interim
while the election is pending, the members now in office shall remain in their officer
positions until the election is completed. Those who win in the rerun election shall
assume their offices immediately following the completion of the rerun election and shall
serve until the end of the present term of office.

With kind regards, | am
| Sincerely and fraternally,
fs! Joseph T. Hansen
International President
cc: Al Vincent - Region 2 Director

Mark Federici - Local No. 400
Carey Butsavage — Local No. 400



Mr. Ralph W, Ramirez
11 Olympic Drive
Fredericksburg VA 22408

Mr. Mark P. Federici
10610 Goldeneye Lane
Fairfax VA 22032-3151

Ms. Susan L. Gonzalez
Post Office Box 264
North Beach MD 20714-0264

Mr. Michael Boyle
12828 Longleaf Lane
Herndon VA 20170-2823

Ms. Jacqueline J. Bradley
1306 Southern Springs Lane
Upper Marlboro MD 20774-6059

Mr. Gregory D. Burton
131 Foxwell Bend Road
Glen Burnie MD 21061-6299

Ms. Lisa M. Gillespie
5468 Winterset Drive
Roanoke VA 24018-9072

Ms. Joanne M. Grimaldi
12503 Bushey Drive
Silver Spring MD 20906-4407

Ms. Lavoris V., Harris
1059 Brandon Chapel Road
Alton VA 24520-3495

Mr. James L. Hepner
42 Monna Lee Drive
Stafford VA 22556-3830

Local 400

Ms. Carrie M. Hepner
42 Monna Lee Drive
Stafford VA 22556-3830

Ms. Phyllis A, Jackson

305 Hamilton Street, NW
Apartment 5

Washington DC 20011-3272

Mr. Neil L. Jacobs
10306 Godwin Drive
Manassas VA 20110-2741

Mr. James M. Jarboe
9270 Crescent Lane
La Plata MD 20646-2817

Ms. Mary L. Laflin
19954 Apple Ridge Place
Gaithersburg MD 20886-1033

Mr. Calvin L. McGuire
Post Office Box 524

St. Stephens Church VA 23148-0524

Mr. Charles S. Miller
RR 1 Box 665
Mount Clare WV 26408-8757

Ms. Diane F. Nokes
7911 Ashland Avenue
Manassas VA 20109-3101

Mr. Joseph A. Beruste
4420 Village Drive
Fairfax VA 22030-5620

Mr. Lawrence A, Perez
5327 Crittenden Street
Hyattsville MD 20781-2634



Mr. Eric C. Lamp
363 Nansemond Street, SE
Leesburg VA 20175-4079

Mr. Kennheth M. Pinkard
Post Office Box 324
Burgess VA 22432-0324

Mr. Wiiford J. Rexroad
215 Charleston Avenue
Clarksburg WV 26301-2211

Ms. Vivian L. Sigouin
19251 Edwards Shop Road
Elkwood VA 22718-2324

Mr. Larry Southern
Route 4 Box 302F
Clarksburg WV 26301-9462

Mr. Jeff R. Seaman
3911 Venable Avenue
Charleston WV 25304-2409

Ms. Linda L. Sykes
554 Sykes Lane
Jarratt VA 23867-8915

Ms. Mary Vines
9701 Virginia Center Parkway Place
Glen Allen VA 23059-7453

Ms. Lakhrajie C. Darchville
3612 Chamberiayne Avenue
Apartment 18

Richmond VA 23227-4565

Ms. Carol A. Wiszynski
2002 Wheaton Haven Court
Silver Spring MD 20902-4395

Ms. Cheri D. Douglas
7908 Ashdale Road
Capitol Heights MD 20743-4727

Mr. William M. Tyler
3235 Tryall Mill Road
Emporia VA 23847



